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ANASTASIOS TAMIS

Greek Language and Culture in Audralia

1. Introduction

The Greek migration and settlement cirele in Oceania comprised four important
stages. the stage of exodusof approximately 300,000 Hellenesfmm their ancestial
residences (1829-19743, the painful and agonizing stage of settlement in Austraia
and New Zealand during the pre- and post-WWII period, the stage of their socio-
economic and cultural interaction during the years 1975-1995, and the stage o
consolidation and citizenshipthat followed." During this period, Greek and Cypriot
settlers arriving as migrants to Australia, were progressively transformed into
citizensenhancing their social presence, consolidating their economic and cultural
contribution, and overcoming the pre-War restrictive immigration policies and
attitudes.

Usaged Greek in Australiacommencedas early as 1850 and was defined by
the immigration and settlementof Greek migrants from Greeee and Cypms, as well
as other regions of the historic Diaspora, including Asia Minor, Romania, Egypt
and Middle Eastern countries.” By the turn of the 19th century, Greek settlers had
already established in the major cilies of Australia institutions for the preservalion
of their ethnolinguistic identity, namely Greek Orihodox chuiches, Coinmiiiiities
and schools of language and religious instruction, thereby facilitating networksfor

language loyalty for the pre- and post-War waves of Greek immigrants arriving in
large mumbers until 1974.

1. For a comprehensive bibliography on Greek immigration and settlement in Augtralia
the reader is referred to the works of H. Gilchrist (1595, 1998 & 2004), A, M. Tamis (1597, 2000
and 2005), C. Price (1975}, M. Tsounis (1975) and G. Kanarakis (1997).

2. Tamis (2005) provides a substantial account of the historic and immigrant Hellenic
Diaspora and its consequences for Greece and Cyprus.

355



ANASTASIOS TAMIS

2. The Australian bilingual perspective

Australiaand New Zealand, being multilingual countries, offer to sociolinguistsa
natural perspectivefor the study o the environmental factors which influence the
retention o immigrant languages. Studies in this area (Haugen 1953; Fishrnan
1968) attracted much discussion and concluded that the immigrant community's
efforts to maintain the mother tongue are doomed. Similar studies in Australia
(Bettoni 1981; Clyne 1982; Tamis & Gauntlett 1993, Tamis 2001) led to the con-
clusion that ethnic languages are restrictedin use to only a few languagedomains.
Sincetheir arrival, most o the nativespeakersof Greek have been forced to interact
and to communicatein the host languageand thus become bilingual.
Cross-tabulating the birthplace Vith the religion and the language regularly
used reveal that all ethnic or community languages have suffered substantial losses
in the number of people who claim them since the 1986 census. However, Greek
Austialians in 2005 continueto demonstratethe strongest |anguage maintenancein
Austrdiaat intergenerational level. To date 98% of the 108,000 Greek Australians
bom overseas use Greek regularty, while 19.6% — the highest ratio in Australia—
do not use English regularly, despite the fact that Greeks maintained in 2006 the
highest rate o Australian citizenship (96%), if compared with any other ethnic
group in Austradlia. Available data derived from cross-tabulations of the 2001
Australian Census suggesl that 62% d Greek and Cyprus bom Australians use
Greek astheir main language, 34% speak both Greek and English according to the
occasion and only 4% use English amost exclusively. Mogt of the people who use
English exclusively settled in Austraia duing pre-school age and thus although
socially are foreign bom, linguistically are second generation Greek Australians. |t
is also worth noticing that of those who use both languages, 70% spoke more Greek
than English, 20% alterated evenly and only 5% spoke less Greek than English.

The work place is the most important domain of language use in determining

whether Greek maintains it8 posiion amongst 118 Tatve speakers: At -present-64%
of overseas borm Greek Australians have the opportunity to speak in their own
language at work “always”, 24% “usually”, 8% rarely and 4% “never”.

The 2006 data, emerging from both the 2001 census and cross tabulations
incorporating the variables of language use, religion and ancestry, suggest that
among Austrdian born Greek Australians (2nd generation) the language shift to
English was 9.2% (the lowest o any ethnicity in Australia together with the Ma-
cedoslavs). [t wasalso found that, depending on their occupation, 34% of Australian
borm used Greek asamain medium o communication, 42% spoke both (depending
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on the occasion) and 24% used English exclusively. At intergenerational |evel,
home is the domain where Greek is mainly employed. The usage among 2nd
generation bilinguals depends on the encouraging efforts of parents, other family
members and above all on the disposition of the individual speaker.

The attitude of the Church in maintaining the superposed variety in liturgy
and a gradual shift to English (in erder to win over the second and subsequent
generations) should be seen as factors inhibiting language maintenance. On the
affinnative, government policiespromoting ethnic or community language learning
and more receptive attitudes in community have facililaled the use of Greek in
other socio-economic domains (mainly in schoolsand institutional life). The estab-
lishment in 1978 o both State and independent hilingual primary and secondary
schools in Australia has reinforced mother tongue maintenance. This is due to
making Greek not only a compulsory subject in the Greek ewriculum for second
and subsequent generations, but also by promoting the status of the language. In
addition, in 2005 more than 8000 students were enrclled in the nine Greek daily
schools and the three State bilingua schools in Australia, where classes were
conducted in Greek for an average d six hows per week. In one State bilingual
school inr Victoria (Lalor North Primary School) Greek is used for at least 11 hours
as a medium o inshuction in certain disciplines.

The academic relevance d Greek continues to influence students and
parents With its intmduction as an examinable matriculation subject for terliary
entrance purposes since 1973, in which year the lectureships and the programs in
Greek studies were also made at university level in NSW and Victoria. In the wider
social spectrum Greek as a community language i now accepted as important for

its educational value and not merely for ethnic or cultural reasons.
The 2006 data aso suggest that among Australian bam Greek Austraians
(3rd generation) the language_shift 1o English_was 16.2% (the lowest_of _anv

ethnicity in Australia). It was also found that 21% d them continued to use Greek

asa man medwum ol communication, 42% SPOKe DOIN {depending ON the occasion)
and 37% used English exclusively. The high late d language shift to English by
the third generation Greek Australiansis determined by the large percentage of
school age children that do not attend Greek language classes (currently 28%) and
the fact that dmost 34% o those students entering Greek language primary
schools did not have any language competence in Greek.

There are many factors conduciveto the retention o Greek." For one thing,

3. For a detailed study on the language leyalty efforts of the Greek communities in
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itsgreater structural variance from English than Romance and Germaniclanguage
makes it more difficult for the Greek immigrant to |leam English. Furthermore, the
family and community-oriented Greek culture insul ates Greek settlers, at |east until
their children start to bridge the communication gap between the two cultures. In
general, Greek communitiesabroad have shown that their languageisinseparable
from their cultural ethos, and Greek is widely used amongst membersin Australia,
92% d whose members reside within the metropolitan areas of State capital cities.

There are other factors, however, which are conducive to a shift fmm Greek,
the mogt influential being out-matriage (See beow). The percentage of out-mar-
riages, involvingsecond and third generations increased fiom 11% in 1972, to 32%
in 1984 and 44% in 2007. This has had a marked effect on the linguistic attach-
ment of Greek community membets, as dmost & of all Greek Australianswho
opt for a nou-Greek spouse are male. Members o the Greek community who many
out are generally prepared to accept the spouse's culture and language, hut their
choiced language can change according to the interlocutor’s cultural and linguis-
tic background.

3. The providers & Greek languege education

In 2008, over 36,000 students attended classesin Greek provided by the State and
Territory governments (primary, secondary, distance education cenlres, Saturday
schools of modem languages), the i ndependent  denominational schoals, the Greek
daily scheols, Gresk community schodls {erganised hy the Greek Communities, the
Greek Orthodox Church and independent educational entities, especialy in Vic-

toria) and private muliilingual centers. An additional number of 1150 studentsa r

enrolled in undergraduate and posigraduale Greekssludies in ten tertiary institu-
tions, both State universities as well as the Catholic University of Notre Dame in
Western Australia.*

Greek [aQUSJE Prograns al DOUT primary and secondary [evels vared

Austrdia and Canada the reader is referred to the study of A. M Tamis and E. Gavaki (2002).
Seeulso thestudy of Smolicz and Secombe (1997) on the atitudeStowards langusges by various
cultures.

4. In 2008, Greek studies were offered in the universities f Notre Dame in WA, the
University of Flinders, which also administers a Greek studies program in the University of
Adel ai de and the University of Dawin, La Trobe Universily, which also administers a Greek
studies program in the University of Melbourne, the RMTT University, the University of Sydney,
Macquarie University and the University of New South Wales.
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substantially in nature, objectivesand intensity across Australia, depending upon
the providex and the student composition. Government schoolsin SA and NSW are
the strongest providersd Greek language educationin these States catering for the
73% and 46% d the total number o students attending classes in Greek, whilein
Victoriaethnic schools organised by community and independent sources are the
strongest providers (47%). The mog popular Greek programsoffered in Adelaide
and Sydney are those involving foreign language programs. The combined mother
tongue development and second language programs are most popular in Victoria.

Information provided by State Depariments of Education (2008) reveal con-
siderableincreasesin the number of students enrolled in Greek classes organised
by government primary schools in Northem Territory, South Australia and New
South Wales, with parallel marginal decreases in other States, including Victoria,
despite the variationsin the size d primary school language enrolments between
States. For example, in 2008, South Australia was the State with the largest number
o students attending Greek in govemment primary schools (5718) d whom 78%
were o non-Greek background (NGB), while Greek was offered to 5426 children
attending govemment primary and secondary schools in NSW, of whom 68% were
non-nativespeakers. In Victoriathe number o students attending Greek classesin
2008 in government schools was 4,068. Greek is a so the language studied by most
primary school children in NSW, attractingapptoximately 25% of the total number
of students enrolled in the LOTE® programs, while it is the second most preferred
language o primary school childrenin SA. In government primary schoolsGreek is
offered usually for 90 minutes in non-instructional time, that is, it is treated as a
Specidist area subject, while in secondary education there are normally 135

minutes d teaching.
In the lasl five years (2003-2008), the number of primary schools offering

regular Greek language programs marginally decreased_in Victoria, in agreement
with the comparatively low overall number d primary schools providing language

programs. UI the approximately 210 Scnoolsoltered a LULE i victorta of the 1320
government primary schools, only 19 schools offered language program in Greek,
whiie in NSW there were 37 and in SA 36. This could he interpreted that despite
suggestions that the optimum age for language leaming was the primary school

5. Languages Other Than English (LOTE) was a term employed in the late 1980s to
denote Lhe languages WHO were known and spoken in Australia. During the last forly years a
number o terms were used to designate the " community | anguages™ and/or “ethnic languages”
used in Australia. In Ewrope these languages are signified as “origin languages.
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age, the number of primary schools offering courses in Greek was low. In 2008,
mogt o these schoolsin Victoria, SA and NSV were offering Greek as a foreign
language acquisition activity. The problem that most primary schoolsface is the
inadequate training of the teachers of Greek and lack of continuity of their
programs at post-primary level. There are certain deficienciesin key areas such
as teaching material and staffing arrangements with the primary schools offering
Greek asa second language. Mogt teachersteaching Greek at primary schools are
Audtrdian-born with limited proficiency in Greek. Particularly in schools which
provide language programs from within their own staff, teachers tend nol to be
trained in Greek. The reliance of numerically small schools on specialist staff, e.g.
supernumerary teachers, often has adverse effectsasthese teachers are Seen by the
students and the generdist staff with some bias. Currently, the best qualified
teachers are in the schools with supernumerary staff.

TABLE 1
NUMBER OF STUDENTS UNDERTAKING STUDIES IN GREEK IN AUSTRALIA IN 2007
(PRIMARY AND SECONDARY LEVELS}

Provider Vic. NSW A WA Qd ACT Tas NT Tad

State 6023 7351 6447 il 78 il nl 500 20399
Communily 7450 3020 10 1% e 210 102 180 13342
Geek Daily 2057 2181 662 522 il nil nl - 5422
Total 15530 11552 8649 702 818 210 102 680 39163

Source: Program “Paideia Omogenon” of the University of Crete and the Greek Ministry for National
Education and Religious Affairs.

The function of the language programs in Greek at primary level isreported
to have changed, as the Greek community with the 21st century entered its last

phased settlementeirele, thal d citizenship, and experienced theemergencea the
thivd and fourth generation of Greek Australians, The streng tendency o the 1970s
and 1980s towards mother tongue development programs in primary schools has
been replaced over the last ten years with programs towards second and foreign
language, attracting great numbers of students of non-Greek background. From
1990, the number d studentsdf non-Greek background attending Greek in govern-
ment schools surpassed the mumber of students who had a home background in
Greekin all States, standingin 2005 at an averageof 75%. The changingfunction d
Greek i sreporied to have eased the difficulties of the curriculum with the applica-
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tion of a more simplistic and constrained syllabus, alleviated the compstition in
class between Greek-speakingand non-Greek background students, which acted as
a disincentivefor second language leamers, and led to the sharp increase o the
number of students taking Greek. Greek is not offeredin government primary
schoolsin Queendand, Tasmania and Northermn Territory (NT).

Lack of continuity into post-primary schoolsis a mgor problem and disin-
centive. Thereisaclear under provison d Greek language programs in secondary
schools drawing from feeder primary schools (see Table 2 below). Even South
Austialia, the State with the longesl hislory d leaching Greek in its primary
schools, during the post-war period paid no real attention to the issue of continuity
from primamy to secondary, nor to the appointment of full-time supermumerary
specialist teachers of Greek in specific primary schools.

Greek has been offered at secondary schools since the beginningd the 1970s
in government schoolsin Victoria, South Australia and NSW, including Distance
Education Centres (Cotrespondence schools) and Saturday schools d Languages.
Since then, the number d students attending classesin Greek rose and declined,
mainly because Greek enrolment pattems in government schools are determined
largely by the policy of the individual schoolson language programs heyond Y ears
9 and 10, as evidenced by the fact that the secondary schools which provide a
continuous language progiam in the eastern Statesfrom years 7 or 8 to 12 do not
exceed 15% d Lheir total number. The decline in he number of students 1aking
Greek in secondary schoolsis most pronounced at the end d Year 8 and Y ear 10.
Greek isnot included in the “core” curiculum o any secondary school.

Greek is amongst the seven most frequently taught languagesin government
secondary schoolsin SA, Vietoria and NSW, attracting approximately four per cent
of the emolments in Languages Other Than English (LOTE). Reinforced by the
prevailing demographic characteristics, Greek reached its maximum enrolmentsin
secondary schools in 1985, hefore its dow hut consistent decline, from 1993

onwards. Available data suggest that there are NO gender differences 1IN Greek
enrolmentsat least up to Year 9. However, differences between the numbers o
male and female students begin to emerge from Year 10, reaching its climax by
Year 12, where female enrolments are more than double the male enrolments
(74%) in all States where the subject is taught.

Despite the serious reduction in the number d students undertaking Greek
at HC level (Year 12) during the last ten years (1997-2007), in 2005 there were
over 2000 sludenls sludying Greek at malriculalion level (Years 11 and 12} in
Audtralia, while certain Universities were awarding 10% bonus marks for those
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students undertaking a LOTE at matriculation. The declineis partialy justified by
the policy d many government schools not to offer Greek as part of the normal
teaching program at thislevel. Despite the unfavorabletrends, Greek continued to
be one o the most popular languages at Year 12 leve, attracting over 1200
students in Victoria, NSV and SA. The status d Greek, its syllabus and its
assessment must be improved especially amongst NGB students for the subject
to attract healthier numbers at this level. Currently only three per cent of NGB
students and "'false bilinguals” manage to |each the matriculation examinationin
Austraia. NGB student enrelment will only rise subslantially with h e introduction
of extended programs designed to cater for the needs d students with no previous
or limited knowledge d Greek. This program should be enlarged to widen the
catchment area within the Greek community to include students d Greek back-
ground With a non-native-like command of Greek.

TABLE 2

NUMBER CF STUDENTSATTENDING GREEK IN VICTORIA. NSW, SA AND WA
(1998-2008)

State  Provider 1988 1992 1998 2005 2008 % of NGBS*
Vic  Gov. Primary 3020 4265 g7m 282 3012 77
Gov. Secondary 3837 4012 1572 1246 1096 21
Daily Greek 1633 1840 2107 1559 2057 21
Community 117 12779 7700 6030 7450 2
NSW  Gov. Primary 2351 3581 3312 4314 5322 7
Gov. Secondary 3164 2830 2280 1112 1356 2
Daily Greek 320 1004 1988 2301 2181 8
Comnunity 5345 5299 3476 3859 3020 S
A Gov. Primary 4327 4956 5342 4861 5364 8l
Gov. Secondary 1313 1326 &3 837 705 23
Daily Greek 112 185 ived 655 662 9
Communily. 1085 2111 1894 1525 1540 3
WA Gov. Primary™* 0 97 1005 0 0 0
Gov. Secondary 30 43 0 0 0 0
Daily Greek ] 68 163 487 522 89
Community 280 367 300 73 190 2

*NGBS = Non Greek background Students.
*+ All Greek primary elasses in Greek were offered until 1999 as insertion classes in WA administered by
the Greek Orthodox Community of Evangelisimos,

Seurce: Reseurch Of the Paideia Omogenon Program underiaken by the National Centre for Hellenic
Swudics and Research, La Trobe University for the University of Crete.
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The average weekly teachingtimefor Greek is135minutesat Year 7in most
secondary schools, rising to 220 minutesfor thelinguistically elite studentsreach-
ing Year 12. All secondary schools offering Greek require a minimum o two years
study of the subject. Current conditions on the frequency, extent and consistency
d teachingdo nat alow for a positive linguistic proficiency and the improvement
d languageskills d their students. Parental support for the teaching o Greek in
government primary and secondary schools is moderate to almest non-existent.
Furthermore, as has already been noticed, thereisalack d any real and essential
co-operalion, and thus continuity, between feeder primary schools and the pro-
spective recipient secondary ingtitution. Many Greek programs a secondary
schools operate in regions with no substantial number of feeder primary schools
offering the subject, or in suburbs which used to have concentrated numhers o
Greek settlers in the 1970s and 1980s, prior to their internal immigration into
developing suburbs in the 1990s and 2000s.

In 2008, Greek courses are offered only in the School of Languages o NSV
and Victorig, in an attempt to supplement the mainstream provision d Greek in
each of these States. Greek and Italian remain the most popular languagesin terms
d the number d providing centres in the Victorian School d Languages and are
offered by more than 61% d both metropolitan and country centres. These schools
offer 90 instmction hours in Greek during the year, outside regular school hours,
usually on Saturdays. Although the mgjority d Greek enrolments are in Years 7 to
12, language inshruction is availablefrom Year 1 to 12, while it is the third major
provider of LOTE at matriculation level after the Greek community based schools
and the systemic government schools. During the last four years the number of
studentsattendingthe Victorian School of Languages continued to tise, from 942 in
2000 to 1979 students in 2008.

The Independent Greek Dai |y Schools commenced their operation in 1979
with a transitional bilingual program founded by St. John's Greek Orthodox Col-

lege in Melbourne. since then, another 11 GLteek dally schools have been estab-
lished in four States, of which nine continue their services, cateringfor a total o
over 5,300 students in 2008. Two d them (St. Andrew's Grammar in Perth and

6. The Victorian Schoal of Languages, previously known as Saturday School o Modem
| anguages, was established in 1935 and is currently the fargest provider of LOTE in the Vidorian
Government school syslem, incorporating approximately over 500 caUdl instruelors. The Salur-
day Shod of Community langQUEgES of NSW bagEN operation in 1978 in six centres in Metio-
polita Sydney offering programs in 16 languages
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Alphington Grammar in Mebourne) appear to be broad-syllabus-centred and
operate on a secular non-cthnospecific basis, dawing their clientele from the
mainstream society.? One d them (S. Anargyroi Collegein Oakleigh) is adminis-
tered by the local Greek community d Oakleigh, another one (St. John's Greek
Orthodox College) was purchased in 1992 by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese,
while the remaining five,® although they have been established by local laity
comtmumities, are more exposed to Chwrch authority.

Greek Independent Schoolsoffer their Greek language programs to students
of all ahility levels resulling in high retention rales amongst even NGB sludents
from Years 1 t0 10 (approximately 85%) aswell as at matriculation levels amongst
Greek background students. Swveyed teachers d these schoolsclaimed that their
schools were founded with a view to improving, via enhancing teaching o Greek,
family coheson and salf-esteem. Alphington Grammar portrays itsdf as a nen-
denominational school and offers a second and fereign language program in Greek
as a core subject. All of them, despite their intra-group politics, are independent
from higher authority, be that d Church or Government, and to a significant extent
maintain their autonomy. The Greek Government contributes substantial assis-
tance to these schoals by means o language teachers and resources hut does not
exercise control over their adminishation. The number o teaching periods in
Greek varies from school to school, depending on the school philosophy and the
objectivesdf the gpproved authorily. Classesin Greek are offered from a minimum
o five periods per week t0 a maximum of seven to beginner, intermediate and
advanced groups.

Overall enrolment numbers have significantly declined only in St. John’s
Greek Orthodox College administered by the Greek Orthodex Archdiocese from
904. in 1992 Lo less than 450 in 2008, while al other daily schools considerably
increased their numbers. Available data reveal that the number of NGB students
attendingthe independent Greek daily schoolswill continueto rise, with a parallel

ncrease 1n e numoer O these SCNooliS,
LOTE programs are not developed or encouraged in many independent

7. Currently Alphingion Gramumar has a NGB student i ntake of 69%, while St. Anchrews
Grammar has an even greater one (83%).

8. Reference is made here to the following scheols: All Saints, St. Euphemia and St.
Spyridon ( NSW and St. George and St. Spyridon in SA.

9. In 2008, in South Australia the local Greek communities operaled Lwo Independent
Daily Schools, 3. George’s is administered by the Greek Orthodex Community of Thebarton
and St. Spyridon’s by the Greek Orthodox Community of Unley.
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schoals to judge by the fact that over 40% do not offer a LOTE. The teaching of
Greek has heen eiadicated in recent years in independent schools despite a
growing interest in cross-cultural education. There were only twe schoolsin Vic-
toria and one in Sydney offering Gieek to 280 students at secondary level. No
primary School offers Greek. Mog independent colleges employ two curricula,
separating beginners from advanced students, and working in composite class-
moms. Gieek is not taught in Catholic education, despite the enormous nwnher of
students of Greek Orthodox backgreund attending both primary and post-primary
Catholic schoolsin Australia. However, the Ancient variety of Greek is laught to
over 700 students in Melbourne and Sydney, administered in nine prestigious
Independent Colleges.'

A major contribution to language loyalty effortsaf the Greek community and
Greek teaching is made by the substantial number o part-time community based
ethnic schools which operate in all States and Territories throughout Austraia,
administered by the Gieek Communities, the Oiihodox Church and individual
educators. The main objectives d these schools include the maintenance of the
mother tongue, the development of cultural awareness and the support of family
cohesion and ethnic identity. Available data suggest that almest 16,000 students
study Greek in more than 300 after-hour community schoolsin Australia, compris-
ing approximately 41% of d| Ethnic schoolsoperatingin Australiaand cateringfor
51 LOTEs. With the exception of Vietoria, dmost all Greek ethnic schools are
community-based establishments, administered by local Greek communities and
the Chuich. In Melbowme, many schools are organised by individuals and orga-
nizations without religious affiliations, administered by an independent school
body and an executive board of directors. A rather substantial number of students
(proporiionally averaging 4%) attend private classesin Vietoria and NSw. In fact,
since 1984 the number d students emrolled at independently run community
schools in Victoria was higher than dl other providers together.'*

T'he structure o1 Greek etlimic SCNOOISTANJESTrom single 1€aCTiel SCINO0IS Set
up at the request d a community p u p or a bretherhood or at the initiative of an
individual, to mere complex establishments which may retain their autonomy or

10. Ancient Greek courses are being offeredd amongst the most prestigious colleges in
Sydney and Melboume, including Pymbles Ladies College, Caulfield Grammar, Xavier and
Scots Colleges.

11. The kngest ethnic school in Australia is Omires College operating in Vicioria and
catering [or over 1000 sudentsin 12 school units.
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depend on intennediate community authoritieswhich cany responsibility or act as
the approved authority for a greater number o schools operating in different
suburbs. Mogt community groups (70%) in al States and Territories have their
own buildings and facilitieswhich are utilized for ethnic school classes. However,
most independent Greek ethnic schools (95%) hold their own classesin Govern-
ment and Catholic schools. Many schools councils impose excessive hiring fees,
restrictions and conditions which could not be met by the directors d the Greek
afternoon schooals, forcing them to change the venues for their classes regularly.

The lack of an efficial policy securing the registration d the Greek ethnic
schools to an educational authority should be viewed as the mgor reason for the
absence of pmper accreditation and accountability and the low prestige that they
enjoy, particularly by professional educators. However, the existence d over 180
parochid Greek Communities and Parishes and over 600 brotherhoods and asso-
ciationsin Australia makesthe notion of accountability complex and subtle. Greek
ethnic schools have an open admission policy and accept al children and adults
regardless d ethnic background. Available data reveal that dmost 78% o all
students at Greek ethnic schools use Greek at home, compared with the average
53% for other LOTEs.

Children enrolled at the Greek ethnic schoolSrange from native speakers to
those with practically no knowledged Greek. In the intermediate level there are
passive bilinguals, those with a monolingua family backgmund and those with a
bilingual, those with both parents o Greek origin and those children of mixed
mariages. The mog serious difficulty that many ethnic schoolsface is to grade
together students of different ages and mixed abilities, without regard to their
varying cognitive devel opment, causing embarrassment, lack d interest, infrequent
attendance and therefore progressive shift to English. Thisis exacerbaled in some
cases, particularly in WA, Queensland and NT, by thelack of professionally trained
and qualified teachers and scarcity d teaching material.

‘There 1s a growing support tor ethnic schools by community members and
parents arguing that they nat only supplement the fonnal schools system, hut also
fulfill a more important and unique ole: they reinforce the sense o identity.
Support for ethnic schools was also expressed by the Government recognizing
their role in language teaching as a supplement to the language offered in formal
education. Since 1990, the State governments recognized the ethnic schools as
eligible to offer accreditation for internal assessment of matriculating students.

It is necessary to bear in mind the lack o language methedology options
within Greek teaching at ethnic scheols given the limited resources. The inethodol-
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ogy used in these schools depends on the training, age and place d birth of the
teachers-in-charge and theprovider. Australian-hom teacherswithformal qualifica-
tionsemploy afunctional appmach (65%)}, based on activitiesaiming at developing
the communicativeskills of their students rather than at understandingindividual
grammatical structures. Dependingon thelevel d education (primary — secondary)
and theactual year level o their students, they rely heavily in thelast fiveyearson
resource material developed by the Paideia Omogenon Program o the University of
Crete (82%j, other imported text books (18%), aswdl as their oann (15%).

4. The Current State of the Grek Language

In 2008, as dready noted, there were over 39,000 students o the Greek language
attending classes organised by 11 providers. It was estimated that almost 31% o
those students were d non-Greek language background. Mog of them (62%)
attended government and independent daily schools. There were 194 government
and 7 independent schoolsoffering classesin Greek across the country. Coursesin
Greek language, culture and civilization were introduced as tertiary diiciplines in
the Universitiesd Notre Dame, Adelaide, Flinders, Melhourne, La Trobe, RMIT,
Macgnarie, Sydney and N.SW,, attracting approximately 1,200 tertiary students.
La Tmhe Univerdity in 1997, under the leadership of Professor Michael John
Osborme emerged as the mogt ""Hellenized" university of the Diaspora, establishing
in addition to the Greek Studies Program, the National Centrefor Hellenic Studies
and Research( NCHSR) . The missiond the latter isto disseminateHellenic culture
and civilizationand propagateresearch and cultural activitiesrelated to Hellenism
in Australasia. Incorporated Societiesd Friends of the NCHR were established in
Perth, Sydney, Canberra and Brisbaneto disseminate the objectivesd the Centre
and to assist with theimplementation o its goals. RMIT Univessity al so administers
an Archival Centre for the Greek cnmmunity.

Greek hasbeen classihed asone o the ninepriority languagesor wider usein
Australiaand istaught in all Statesand Territoriesin a variety of systems and levels
of education. Network analysis shows the importance of family networks in main-
taining the core culture among members of the Greek community. The over-riding
attitude towards educationand culture dictates maintenancedf Geek as amedium
d communication or as a symbol o identity. Standard Greek is the result of a
synthesisdf two fermally competingvarieties: aDemotic or commonly spoken Greek
and Katharevousa, a superimposed purist and essentially wrillen Variety which,
prior to 1976, enjoyed the status of the official languageof the Greek State. Tamis &
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Gauntlett (1993) have argued that the significance of Greek for Australia derives
principaly frem the established presence of a vast number of Greek speaking
residents (estimated at 320,000) and of many more thousandsd Austraians with
ancestral, sentimental, professiond, cultural and intellectual ties with Greeceand
Greeks. Greek remains the sole medern descendant o the Hellenic branch d the
Indo-Europeanfamily o languages, in which fundamental texts of western civiliza-
tion and Christian scripture were formulated and transmitted through the ages.

The vitality o the Greek languagein Audtraliais determined by a variety of
factorsincluding the dispositionof Greek community membersiowards it and their
desire for continued distinctivenessas a group. Seciocultural factors include the
existence of alarge number o speakers, the creation d broad functional areas and
an adequate community network which will develop language use outside and
beyend the group contiolled areas o home, church and ethnic school. Also im-
portant are the promotion of Greek to the broader society, the perceived prestige o
the language, the ability to rally institutional suppoit from the government, educa-
tion palicy, industry and media support, and demographic characteristicssuch as
residential concentlation, the birth late, the rate d exogamy and the degree d
interactional dynamics characterizing the Greek community.

Greek Australiansat the beginning of the 21st century, asalready discussed,
display the strongest degree of ethnolinguistic vitdity of all ethnic groups in
Audrdia. Among the Greek setllers and their children exposed to a language-
contact situation, language loyalty towards Greek, at an inter-generational level,
continues t0 he the strengest if compared with other ethuicities. The shift to
English is determined hy the steady decline in the intake of Greek migrants from
Greece sinee 1974, the inter-ethnic marriage patternsespecially in areas with low
concentrations d Greeks and the attenuating affects o multieulturalism, which,
athough it promotes the maintenance d diverse cultures, compels the use of one
common linguistic medium among the various ethnic groups.

Greek serves a wide range 0 purposes 1n Australia, irom the stiictly utib-
tarian {communication for domestic and pmfessiona purposes) to cultural and
ethnic identification. Some o these are open t0 both Greeks and non-Greeks.
Thus in the educational context, objectives can include acquisition d practical
fluency skills, knowledge of the cultural context o the language, developing a
sense d cross-cultural tolerance or SMply development o the intellectua and
linguistic capacity d the student. Greek has three main functionsin Audrdia (a)
that of a community language employed by members df the Australian Greek
community iN a comimunicative and symbolic role, (h) that of a second language
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o socio-economic and political significance for Austrdia and (c) that o the
modem sequel to the tradition of Hellenic Antiquity which is perceived to have
particular cultural significance for Australiaand the West as a whole.

Other factors conducive to the retention of Greek include the social isolation
of large numbers of Greek immigrantsand the Greek experiencein the Diaspora.
Greek culture is diierent from Anglo-Audtrdian and tends to insulate Greek
immigrants, even when their children have sociadly integrated inte the mainstream
society. Recent evidence {Tamis 2001) suggest that approximately 309 of Greek
mmmigrants do not mix socialy with any ether ethnic group in Australia, They form
relationships more readily with southern Europeans with whom they share simila-
ritiesin culture. Large propertions of the world's Greek-speaking population have
been living outside the Greek nation-state since antiquity and thus have a long
tradition of loyalty to Greek language and culture. Greek is not just a medium of
communicationfor expatriate Greeks, but a social symbol and a key ingredient of
ethnic identification. The vast majority of Greek settlers (96%) believe that people
d Greek descent living in Austrdia should have knowledge of Greek. Reasons
closgly linked with preserving the heritage, culture and ethnic identity account for
almost 61% o these responses, whereas practical and linguistic reasons comprised
34%. Second generation respondents proportionally outnumbered then first gen-
eration counterparts in suggesting cultural values as the main reason for language
loydly to the mother Longue

Sincethelate 1950sa number of Greek words related particularly tofwd and
entertainment have entered Australian English. Words such as spanakopita, fetta,
souvlaki, fyllo, kalamari, bouzouki taramas, saganalki, zorbas and zorbaic have been
transferred from Greek and now constitutepart o the vocabulary of many Austra-
lians. However, English influences Greek in almost all linguislic subsystems. The
communicativenerm o Australian Greeks can be termed an ethnofect, a substan-
dard form adopted and used by an ethnic community in a language contact situa-

tron. Although the total impact of English On Lreek Cannot be precisely measured, it
can be argued that there is atirition at the inter-generational level. The attrition is
not prompted by any apparent desire for assimilationor smply by any weakeningdf
thelinguisticfedling d Greek Australians, hut isthe result d the contraction of the
generally accepted norm d standard Greck. The term “contraction” is used to
indicate its temporary status and to aguethat an expansiontoitsoriginal standard
Greek norm is still possible. The degree o the contraction depends on attitude to
language use, the broadening of the functions d Greek, its acceptability by the
community and its stability o fonn. Over the last thirty years children of Greek
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ancestry have been given more spportunities to express themselvesin Greek in
public settings. The sense o inferiority experienced by early migrants and their
children speaking their native tongue hasfaded away.

The Greek Orthodox Church might be expected to be the primary ingtitution
which provides Greek settlers with a justification for the use d their language.
However, since the beginning of the 1990s there has been a strong tendency to
employ English in liturgy and pastoral care, in an attempt to attract the younger
generation into the congregation. Furthermore, many clergymen in Australia pro-
mote the concept d a Pan-Orthodox congregation without ethnic affiliation, in
order to make its docirines accessibleto more Australians and to ensure that the
other homodox ethnic groups are not disadvantaged on linguistic grounds.

The establishmentd a higher ingtitution for clergy and lay teachers provid-
ing them with mstruction in the Orthodox faith has been the aspiration o the
Greek Orthedox Metropolitans Since 19%. Metropolitan Timotheos had the initial
vision hut neither the resources nor the community support. Archbishop Ezekiel,
thirty years later, pmposed the establishment d a preparatory seminary in Aus-
tralia'so we can have local clergy who, apart fmm anything else, would he in a
better position to understand the country we live in, the envimnment and the
attitude o our Austraian-born children’. He envisaged the seminary as being
initially an ingtitution equal to a high school, so that its graduates would he able
io allend the Theological Ecclesiaslical School of Thessaloniki, Greece. He also
regarded as necessary a two-year retraining course for priests who come from
Greece s0 they can adapt to the way o life of Hellenism in Australia. Ezekiel
established a foundation account and collected the initial fundsfor the implemen-
tation o his vison. However, it was his successor, Archbishop Stylianos Charkia-
nakis Who moved in 1981 for the immediate realization of the preject and ihe
establishment o St. Andrew's Greek Orthodox Theological College. This tertiary
establishment, the first o its kind in the Southern Hemisphere, commenced its
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operafion 1n Februaty 1980, aS a member mstrute Within (e Sydney Comms
Divinity o the University of Sydney. Its students thus were provided with the
opportunity d concurrently attending courses a the University o Sydney.
Austraian society, even with its multicultural complexion, via its politica
and ecclesiastic agencies does not encourage active cross-cultural initiatives and
the enhancement of any ethnic group other than the dominant Anglo-Austrdian.
This type o multicultural envirenment is essentially expressed via monolingual-
ism. Thus, in 1981 there were over 90 ethnic languages used in various language
domains, including the home. By 2030, the linguistic environment o Austraiais
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expected to be mainly monelingual. This tendency towards monolinguatism is
further reinforced by the prevalence o English as the commercial tool of the
international market and the Internet. With the termination o migration in
1975, the future d the ethnolinguistic maintenance d the Greek colony could
be assessed on the basisd its organization and its ability to raly the support of its
financial and socid ingtitutions, currently administered by the second and sub-
sequent generations. The main challenge for cultural survival remains its deter-
mination to break the insulatory intra-community barriers, encouraging the main-
slream SOCiety Lo access and cherish the Hellenic civilization. Conversely, com-
mercial and socia activities, which thrust their members into closer contact with
the Australian society, accelerate the process o integration. Thus, it is only
legitimate to argue that by the year 2025 Greek will remain a robust medium of
communication at home as well asin the Greek clubs and the Orthodox Church.
The sound contribution o university leaders and scholars like Hellenist Michael
Osbome had played an important role in maintaining the vitdity o the Greek
language and has enormoudly assisted in the appreciation d the Hellenic civiliza-
tion in our contemporary world.
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